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Planning for a Sustainable Future – White Paper

The Planning White Paper sets out an ambitious programme of proposed reforms to the planning system to be taken forward in the next 3 years. The reforms set out in the White Paper embrace all development consent regimes, including those for major energy, water, transport and waste, as well as the town and country planning system.

The White Paper has four key pillars:

· Key national infrastructure projects - decisions to be taken through a new system, inlcuding the production of clear national policy statements and the creation of an independent commission;

· Simplifying the local planning system for householders to make it far easier to make home improvements like extensions and conservatories, where there is little or no impact on neighbours. 

· Planning playing a bigger role in tackling climate change. 

· Ensuring the planning system continues to support vibrant town centres.

The Paper outlines a range of improvements that have already been made to the planning system, including the introduction of a new development plan system, new Planning Policy Statements and proposals for a Planning Gain Supplement.

However, the White Paper then goes on to identify a number of challenges that still need to be faced:

· Meeting the challenge of climate change – supporting the building of zero-carbon homes and business premises, locating development to reduce the need to travel, supporting integrated public transport and making it more attractive to walk or cycle;

· Supporting sustainable economic development – need to help business to respond more quickly to changes in market conditions by making planning more responsive and efficient;

· Increasing the supply of housing – planning system needs to support housing growth;

· Protecting and enhancing the environment and natural resources – planning has a role to protect and enhance the quality and character of the countryside and urban areas as a whole, through positive policies;

· Improving local and national infrastructure – vibrant, healthy, sustainable communities are not created by new housing alone, planning needs to ensure the right infrastructure is in place at every level;

· Maintaining security of energy supply – significant future investment required particularly in renewable and low carbon energy.

The major impetus for reform has come as a result of recommendations made by Kate Barker’s Review of Land Use Planning and issues raised by the Eddington Review of Transport. A summary of the main proposals is outlined below.

Key National Infrastucture Projects

These include infrastrucutre such as major airport and port projects, improvements to the strategic road network, major new power generating facilities and facilities critical to energy security, and major reservoir and waste water plant works. The proposal in the White Paper is to:

· Produce national policy statements to ensure that there is a clear policy framework for nationally significant infrastructure which integrates environmental, economic and social objectives to deliver sustainable development;

· Provide greater certainty for promoters of infrastructure projects and help them improve the way that they prepare applications by making better advice available to them;

· Streamline the procedures for infrastructure projects of national significance by rationalising the different consent regimes and improving the inquiry procedures for all of them;

· Clarify the decision making process by creating an independent commission to take decisions on nationally significant infrastructure cases within the framework of the relevant national policy statement;

· Improve public participation across the entire process by providing better opportunities for consultation and engagement at each stage of the planning approval process.

Town and Country Planning System

The following proposals are suggested:

· Produce a more strategic, clearer and more focused national planning policy framework with PPS1 at its heart, to provide the context for plan making and decision making;

· Publish a new PPS – Planning for Economic Development, which will further reinforce the Government’s commitment to promoting a strong, stable and productive economy with access for all to jobs, regeneraiton and improved employment prospects;

· Improve the effectiveness of the town centre plannig policy by replacing the need and impact tests with a new test which has a strong focus on our town centre first policy and which promotes competition and improves consumer choice;

· Finalise PPS on climate change and introduce legislation to set out clearly the role of local planning authorities in tackling energy efficiency and climate change;

· Work with industry to set in place a timescale and action plan to deliver substantial reductions in carbon emissions from new commercial buildings within the next 10 years;

· Review and wherever possible extend permitted development rights on microgeneration to non residential types of land use including commercial and agricultural development;

· Place planning at the heart of local government by aligning the Sustainable Community Strategy and the local development framework core strategy;

· Introduce changes to local development frameworks to ensure a more streamlined and tailored process with more flexibility about the number and type of plans, how they are produced and a more meaningful, engaged level of community involvement;

· Introduce Planning Performance Agreements, which will help streamline the processing of major applications, and support a properly resourced planning service with changes to planning fees and consult on devolving the setting of planning fees to local authorities;

· Introduce a new impact approach to householder development which will reduce the number of minor applications whilst protecting the interests of neighbours, the wider community and the environment, and then extend this approach to other types of development;

· Streamline the planning application process, reduce the number of applications called in by ministers and introduce a range of measures to substantially improve the appeals process.

The Government also pledged a new commitment to protect the green belt. The White Paper makes clear previously developed brown field land must remain the clear priority for housing development with our parks and green spaces protected. The simplifying of the local planning system for householders will allow councils to focus on strategic priorities such as more homes for future generations and tackling climate change. 

The White Paper can be found on the DCLG site at  http://www.communities.gov.uk/index.asp?id=1510503 

Additional Consultation Papers:

1. Planning Perfermance Agreements – A new way to manage large-scale major planning applications

2. Planning Fees in England – proposals for change

3. Changes to Permitted Development Consultation Paper 2 – Permitted Development Rights for Householders

4. Improving the Appeal process in the planning system – Making it proportionate, customer focused, efficient and well resourced

The closing date for comments on all documents is Friday 17th August.

In addition the following consultation was issued in April 2007 (with a closing date for comments 27th June) : Changes to Permitted Development Consultation Paper 1 – Permitted Development Rights for Householder Microgeneration 
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